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Overview

• Wind Energy Task Force

• Senate File 66 ISA Changes  (Effective March 5, 2010)

• House Bill 72 County Regulations  (Effective July 1, 2010)

• Rule Making & Staffing



ISA Changes

1. ISA Jurisdiction and Def ini tions.  

 Construction Cost Threshold

 Currently  Jurisdiction Cost Threshold $176.5 M
 Current Jurisdictional Review Limit $141.2 M

 Expands ISC Jurisdiction Definition to Include Wind Energy Facilities

 30 or More Turbines Regardless of Cost
 Includes Smaller  Projects that Later Expand to 30 Towers or More
 Includes the Collector System(s)

 Definitions

 Expands Definition of Person
 Adds Definition of Collector System



ISA Changes

2. Rule M aking

 Directs ISC  to promulgate rules and regulations for Wind Energy 
Facilities to prescribe:

 Reclamation Standards

 Decommissioning Standards

 Financial Assurance Requirements for Reclamation and Decommissioning

 Does not apply to public utilities regulated by the Wyoming public service commission.
 Provides minimum elements to be considered when establishing financial assurance limits

 Notice to Owners of Mineral Rights Located On or Under the Lands of the 
Proposed Facility



ISA Changes

3. Appl ication for Permi t

 Added Application Requirements for 107 and 109:

 Certification that 30 days prior to submission of the application local governments in 
the impacted area were provided:
 Notification of the project
 A description of the project
 An opportunity  to ask questions

 A site reclamation and decommissioning plan, which shall be updated every 5 years

 A description of a financial assurance plan which will assure that all facilities w ill be 
properly reclaimed and decommissioned

 Information demonstrating the applicant’s financial resources and capability to 
construct, maintain, operate, decommission and reclaim the facility



ISA Changes

4. Appl ication for Permi t  (Continued)

 W.S. 35-12-109

 Added clarifying language regarding alleviating, 
environmental impacts and specifying evaluations, plans and 
proposals to include: 

(1) agriculture;  

(2) terrestrial and aquatic wildlife; and 

(3) threatened, endangered and rare species and other species of 
concern identified in the state wildlife action plan of the G&F 
department.

 Added requirement to provide information on what other local, 
state or federal permits and approvals are required



ISA Changes

5. Permi t Fee Coverage

 Added coverage for inspection and compliance activities and 
processing application update requests

 Extended coverage to include activities through completion of 
construction

 Covers meetings or hearings of the Council for issues related to permit 
compliance



ISA Changes

6. Notice of  Appl ication and Review

 Expanded the list of state agencies required to provide the ISD with  
an opinion on the advisability of issuance or denial of the permit and 
recommendations regarding appropriate permit conditions as it 
relates to each agency’s area of expertise.

 Dept. of Workforce Services

 Office of State Lands and Investments

 Department of Employment

 Department of State Parks and Cultural Resources

 Department of Fire Prevention and Electrical Safety

 Department of Family Services

 Oil and Gas Conservation Commission

 Eliminated the option for an applicant to proceed with an incomplete 
application



ISA Changes

7. Parties to Permi t Proceeding

 Expanded eligibility for party status to include any person holding 
record title to lands directly affected by construction of the facility

8. Exemptions

 Changed the exemption for electric transmission lines to those with a 
maximum operating voltage of less than one hundred sixty thousand (160,000) 
volts.   



County Regulation of  
Wind Energy Development

• Establishes Application Requirements and Minimum 
Standards

• Provides for a referral process by the county to the ISC
– DEQ Director has the authority to refuse any referral

• Decision to refuse not subject to appeal



Rule M aking &  Staf f ing

• Rule Development

• Currently Drafting Rules

• Outreach Meetings

• Final Draft

• Industrial Siting Council Hearing(s) for Rule Promulgation

• Staffing
• One additional FTE – July 1, 2010



QuestionsTodd Parfitt, Administrator
DEQ/Industrial Siting Division 
(307-777-7555)
tparfi@wyo.gov

Dr. Tom Schroeder, Principal Economist
DEQ/Industrial Siting Division
(307-777-7369)
tschro@wyo.gov


	Industrial Siting Act
	Overview
	ISA Changes
	ISA Changes
	ISA Changes
	ISA Changes
	ISA Changes
	ISA Changes
	ISA Changes
	County Regulation of �Wind Energy Development
	Rule Making & Staffing
	Questions

